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Expires 5/31/2013


National Park Service

National Underground Railroad Network to Freedom

GENERAL INFORMATION

Type (pick one):

___X Site

___ Facility
___ Program  

Name (of what you are nominating):
Evergreen (Evergreen Plantation Manor 






House)
Address:

15900 Berkeley Drive
City, State, Zip:  
Haymarket, VA 220169
County:

Prince William


Congressional District: 11th 
Physical Location of Site/facility (if different):
Date Submitted:
July 15, 2011
Summary:  Tell us in 200 words or less what is being nominated and how it is connected to the Underground Railroad.
Evergreen, in Prince William County, VA, is the manor house of a former plantation of over 1000 acres. The plantation belonged to a family well known in the county, a family known for three brothers and a son who joined the Confederate Army in the Civil War. It is now vacant. It is on the National Register for Historic Places. A community group is trying to save the building.

The plantation relates to the Underground Railroad because African American bondsmen escaped. In the 1850s Edmund Berkeley, from a distinguished Virginia family, was the plantation owner of Evergreen. According to the slave censuses of 1850 and 1860, Berkeley controlled his own bondsmen and those dower bondsmen from his wife.  In 1850 he had 33 enslaved people.  There are accounts of at least three  escapes of Nelson, Bob, and White Bishop. The source for Nelson’s escape is Edmund Berkeley’s 1852 Evergreen Farm Day Book , and for White Bishop’s escape,  it is the Prince William Court Minute and Order Book. 
[image: image4.wmf]
Owner/Manager   (Share contact information ___Y  ___ N)

Name:       

Evergreen Country Club
Address: 

15900 Berkeley Drive
City, State, Zip:

Haymarket, VA  20169
Phone:

confidential?

Fax:



E-mail:
Owner/Manager   (Share contact information ___Y  ___ N)

Name:

Evergreen Country Club
Address:
15900 Berkeley Drive
City, State, Zip:
Haymarket 20169
Application Preparer (Enter only if different from contact above.)   (Share contact information ___Y  ___ N)

Name:  

David Prokop



Evergreen Manor House Preservation Committee
Address:
3515 Delashmutt Drive
City, State, Zip:  Haymarket, VA 20169
Phone:
703-201-9645

Fax:
none

E-mail: dmprokop@yahoo.com
Privacy Information:  The Network to Freedom was established, in part, to facilitate sharing of information among those interested in the Underground Railroad.  Putting people in contact with others who are researching related topics, historic events, or individuals or who may have technical expertise or resources to assist with projects is one of the most effective means of advancing Underground Railroad commemoration and preservation.  Privacy laws designed to protect individual contact information (i.e., home or personal addresses, telephone numbers, fax numbers, or e-mail addresses), may prevent NPS from making these connections.  If you are willing to be contacted by others working on Underground Railroad activities and to receive mailings about Underground Railroad-related events, please add a statement to your letter of consent indicating what information you are willing to share.
Paperwork Reduction Act Statement:  This information is being collected for applications to the National Park Service’s National Underground Railroad Network to Freedom to nominate properties, facilities, and programs to the Network to Freedom.  A Federal agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not required to respond to, a collection of information unless it displays a currently valid OMB control number.  Response to this request is required for inclusion in the Network to Freedom in accordance with the National Underground Railroad Network to Freedom Act (P.L. 105-203).

Estimated Burden Statement:  Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 25 hours per response including time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form.  Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the National Coordinator, National Underground Railroad Network to Freedom, NPS, 601 Riverfront Drive, Omaha, Nebraska 68102.
SITES:
In addition to the responses to each question, applications must also include the following attachments:

1) Letters of consent from all property owners for inclusion in the Network to Freedom (see sample in instructions)

2) Text and photographs of all site markers

3) Original photographs illustrating the current appearance and condition of the site being nominated

4) Maps showing the location of the site

S1.  Type:

__X_ Building

___ Object


___ District (neighborhood)
___ Structure

___ Landscape/natural feature
___ Archeological site

___ Other (describe):
S2.  Is the site listed in the National Register of Historic Places?  _x__Y   ___ N

 
What is the listing name:  Evergreen (or Evergreen Plantation Manor House)
S3.  Ownership of site:

_x__ Private


___ Private, non-profit (501c3) 
___ Multiple ownership 

___ Public, local government
___ Public, state government
___ Public, federal government

S4a.  Type(s) of Underground Railroad Association (select the one(s) that fit best)
___ Station
___ Assoc. w/ prominent person 
___ Rebellion site
___ Legal challenge

_X_ Escape
___ Rescue


___ Kidnapping

___ Maroon community

___ Destination 
___ Church w/active congregation
___ Cemetery

___ Transportation route
___ Military site
___ Commemorative site/monument
 ____historic district/neighborhood 
___ Archeological site
___ Other (describe) 

S4.  Describe the site’s association and significance to the Underground Railroad.  Provide citations.  Timelines are encouraged.
Evergreen is the only property remaining in Prince William County, Virginia, associated with the Berkeleys. What is left of the Evergreen plantation is the manor house, now a disused building at the Evergreen County Club on four acres of land. Evergreen, in Prince William County, VA, is the manor house of a former plantation which in the time of the escapes of the enslaved African Americans consisted of 1064 acres. The plantation belonged to a family well known in the county, a family known for three brothers and a son who joined the Confederate Army in the Civil War. It is on the National Register for Historic Places. A community group is trying to preserve the building.

There was a widespread custom of enslavement in Prince William County, where tobacco was the original green gold crop of Virginia, and corn the necessary staple.  By the beginning of the 19th century, wheat supplanted tobacco with the addition of dairy farming, raising of animals: sheep, hogs, and cattle.  Many new farmers from New Jersey and New York began moving into the area and bought up inexpensive farmland.  Many of these farmers did not own bondsmen, but did buy slave labor from local plantations to work their farms.  On the eastern border of the county, Potomac River farms added fishery enterprises to their money making activities, while the riverine forested areas provided monies from lumbering operations. Also on the eastern part of the county were the Tayloe Iron Works on Powells Creek, and significant milling operations on the Occoquan River. Many masters in the county lost bondsmen through their flight. Prince William County is located near Washington, DC, and bondsmen often were hired out to work in the capital, giving them knowledge of the city and its environs. There were also major roads passing through the county.
Evergreen is located at the foot of the Bull Run Mountains in northwestern Prince William County. Evergreen is located about 5 miles from Haymarket and 13.5 miles from Manassas. It is situated closely to the Fauquier County line to the west and the Loudoun County line to the north. In 1845 Edmund Berkeley, from a distinguished family, inherited Evergreen, which had 1064 acres, from his father Lewis Berkeley who had inherited it from his father.  The 1850 U.S. census, Prince William County, Virginia, lists real estate worth $19,000 and a dwelling  with residents:  Edmond Berkeley, (age 27, male, a farmer, born, Virgina), Mary, 23(, female, b. Tennessee) , and Edmond (3, male, b. Virginia) and Frances (1, female, b. Virginia).
Unsuccessfully, on October 19, 1857, Edmund Berkeley advertised Evergreen for sale in the Alexandria Gazette describing his plantation thus:
…The improvements are good, consisting of a new stone DWELLING, 55 by 32 feet, Barn, Corn house, Negro houses. Overseer’s house, ice house, Spring house, Carriage house, &c. This farm is situated in a very desirable neighborhood, remarkable for its health and fine water, and is about 4 ½ miles from the nearest depot on the Manassas Road. There is on it a young ORCHARD of choice fruit…It is heavily timbered, has running water in every field, and many fine springs scattered over the place. The purchaser can also buy at private sale the crop of Corn, (about 1000 barrels) the crop of Wheat I am not seeding, Stock, &….

Notice that he said nothing about the fertility of the land – it was stony and with a shallow topsoil. Fertilizers were necessary.

The 1850 Agricultural Census shows the value and range of farming at Evergreen, which was about 2/3 “improved” and raised: oats, corn, wheat, and livestock (specifying oxen, cattle and horses). 
The invaluable Evergreen Farm Day Book was rescued from Mt. Atlas, a historic home in Prince William County that was set for destruction; it was carefully transcribed by local historian Ron Turner. The daily entries begin at April 15, 1851, and end August 31, 1855.  Entries are usually only a short paragraph, but describe the daily workings of a Virginia planter and his dependence on the labor of the slave population as he notes names of workers, tasks assigned and completed, and success and failures on the farm. It is also an accounting of his sale and purchase of goods and services. In daily work entries he includes the myriad of tasks required for a successful farm: clearing new land for planting, mauling rails (very hard repetitive physical labor of forming fence rails for post and rail fencing), assessing soil readiness for planting, choosing crops, replenishment of the soil, plowing, harrowing and seeding, and care of livestock. Often the entry begins with the day of the week, and a description of the weather. Also included are the purchase, sale, and evaluation for Negroes, and difficulties Berkeley experiences in keeping his enslaved African Americans from seeking freedom.  He also notes the punishment given when bondsmen do not comply with his wishes for their behavior.

The Evergreen Farm Day Book gives an estimate of the value of Edmund Berkeley’s bondsmen:

Dec 10, 1853. Saturday, housing corn, Major Tyler, Mr. George Green and James Green appraised the land and Negroes, The old Evergreen Tract was appraised at ten dollars per acre, the Graham Tract at $6 per acre, the North and East Tract at $10 per acre, Norbys largest piece of mountain land at $10 the smallest at $3, Jenny and 3 children at $1250, Billy Lewis $650, Bob $600, Harry $400, Nat $150, Jano $400, Grace & Randal $300. 

According to the slave censuses of 1850 and 1860
, Berkeley controlled his own bondsmen and those dower bondsmen from his wife.  In 1850 he had 33 enslaved people, and in 1860 52.
 Analysis of the ages and genders of those on the slave censuses shows a range of ages from 70 to babies. The number of working- age men (over 15) is surprisingly small – out of 33 in 1850, about 11, and out of those in 1860, about 5 plus one runaway.  The number of working-age women is 8 in 1850 and in 1860, 9. The range of ages shows probable extended families and enough people to form a small community. According to Berekeley’s Evergreen Farm Day Book the enslaved people included:
· Billy (21 Apr 1851 hired out to plow.  6 May, on his way to Culpeper he stopped by to see Nelson; 30 May was lent to work the road; 14 Oct bought me a powder flask; 24 Oct, paid Tucker, in Alexandria, $64 for Billy [implies Billy has been hired out from Tucker]; 31 Dec, housing corn; 12 Apr 1852, hired to plow; 7 Jun, Billy and Cynthia came down went with my family to Aldie)

· Bob (21 Apr 1851 hired out to plow; was paid 50 cents, 10 May; 12 Apr 1852, hired to plow; 21 Apr, paid Bob 50 cents for plowing; 14 May, was paid for timothy seed; 17 May, sent Bob to plow for Mr. Forsythe)

· White (21 Apr 1851 hired out to harrow; 31 May was lent to work the road; 9 Jun plowed; 10 Apr 1852, paid White $1 for seed; 12 Apr, White to harrow; 26 May, sick; 19 Jun, paid White 50 cents in full on seed)

· Nelson (2 May 1851 to harrow at Carters Green, has inflamatory rheumatism the next day; 9 Jun harrowed; 6 Aug, at Waterloo; 2 Feb 1852, ran off; 10 Feb, heard of Nelson in the Fairfax Jail; 11 Feb, went to Fairfax Court House and brought Nelson home, cost me $10; 27 Feb, Dr. Boyle came to see Nelson and pronounced him to have infer. rheumatism, pres[cribed] 20 drops colchicum every 4 hours till it works on him; 1 Mar, Dr. Boyle came to see Nelson [new prescr.]; 3 Mar, Dr. BOYLE came to see Nelson, same prescr.; 4 Mar, Dr. came to see Nelson; 25 Mar, Nelson better)

· Isiak (2 May 1851, goes with Nelson; 14 Jul, Isick sent to Aldie for Dr. Boyle)

· Harry (2 May 1851, belongs to Norborne at Carters Green?; 28 May was sent to Waterloo, 29 May was sent to Carter's Green; 30 May was lent to work the road; 9 Jun plowed; 11 Jun in shop working on new shovel plows)

· Old Rachel (8 May 1851, BERKELEY borrowed 50 cents from her to pay [James] Creel; paid her back 10 May; 2 Jun she was taken off the tax list [implies she's over 60]; 11 Aug, sick)

· Jenny (10 May 1851, bought her shoes)

· Caesar (20 May 1851, came to help me [from another farm?])

· Tim (20 May 1851, came to help me [from another farm?])  [see Tem below]

· Richard (28 May 1851, was sent to Waterloo; 6 Aug, at Waterloo; 31 Dec, housing corn; 12 Apr 1852, Richard to go to the mill, paid Richard)

· Lewis (30 May 1851, was lent to work the road; 9 Jun plowed; 10 Apr 1852, paid Lewis $1 for seed; 14 May, was paid for timothy seed)

· Old Nat (2 Jun 1851, taken off the tax list [implies he's over 60]; 11 Aug. sick; old Nat died Sun. 21 [Mar. 1852])

· Jesse (5 Jun 1851, started to replanting corn; 11 Jun in shop working on new shovel plows; 27 Dec, paid; 9 Jan 1852, hired to Mr. Foley for $90; 12 Apr, received $19 from Mr. C. Foley through Jesse; 3 May, agreed with C. Foley to take Jesse home he paying me $30 and giving him [Jesse] his summer clothes & shoes; 15 May, paid Jesse 50 cents for Billy Leiws and 50 cents for Gardiner; 12 Jun, paid Jesse $1.75 in full of fowl)

· Peter (28 Jun 1851, harvesting for me)

· Old Lewis (9 Jul 1851, grubbing up oxeye in Petty's lot [same as Lewis above?]; 24 Dec, gave Bill Gant $1 for old Lewis)

· Bucker (14 Jul 1851, sent to Aldie for Dr. Boyle; took him to Aldie; 19 Dec, Bucker taken with scarlet fever)

· Columbus (31 Jul 1851, sick; 6 Aug, sick; 7 Jan. 1852, lost a colored child Columbus aged 2 years 10 months with something like cholera)

· Robert (31 Jul 1851, Robert sick; 4 Aug, Robert died about daylight)  [must be different from Bob, above]

· Margaret (2 Aug 1851, sick; 6 Aug., Margaret died in the night)

· Grace (11 Aug 1851, sick)

· "Several of the children" (11 Aug 1851, sick)

· Fannie (11 Aug 1851, to Aldie with my wife and children; 22 Sep, took her to Aldie)

· Cynthia (11 Aug 1851, to Aldie with my wife and children; 20 Aug, Cynthia set out for Copen to see her father who is ill; 7 Jun 1852, Billy and Cynthia came down went with my family to Aldie)

· Aggatha (31 Dec 1851, sold to Cousin Lucy; 12 Jan 1852, bill of sale to cousin Lucy for Aggy, $722)

· L.B. [Little Billy?] (31 Dec 1851, housing corn)

· Nat (31 Dec 1851, housing corn [not same as Old Nat]; 6 Feb 1852, to pay Nat 25 cents; 21 Apr, paid Nat 25 cents for G. Downs)

· Susan (31 Dec 1851, hired of Papa [Lewis BERKELEY] at 35 dollars)

· Juno (28 Jan 1852, had a daughter)

· Tem (12 Apr 1852, hired to plow) [Jem?]

· Jem (21 Apr 1852, paid Jem 50 cents for plowing)

· Mitchell (5 May 1852, Mitchell to get bark)

· Martin (5 May 1852, Martin to get bark)

· Rachel (22 May 1852, was paid 75 cents; 26 May, sick)  [same as Old Rachel?] and
· James (26 May 1852, sick)  [same as Jem?].
The 1850 Fugitive Slave Act, which provided harsher punishment for those helping runaways, did not deter freedom seekers. They still desired freedom, regardless of the risks and the pain of leaving loved ones behind. Thanks to the Evergreen Farm Day Book (Day Book), there were three that we know about: Nelson, Bob, and White Bishop. However, there were no runaway ads placed in the Alexandria Gazette, the paper that usually ran ads for Prince William County.
Nelson was jailed at Fairfax Jail after running off in 1852. His owner retrieved him from Fairfax County, a county bordering on Prince William, by paying $10.
  As shown by common runaway ads, owners often requested that captured runaways be lodged in jail. Jail was not free – owners were expected to pay expenses or the bondsmen would be sold to pay expenses.
Unusual, Nelson is mentioned 12 times in the Day Book (1851-1855).  Nelson’s name first appears in Berkeley’s entries June 9, 1851. Although he escaped twice, there is no mention of punishment. He must have been valued as there is mention of three doctor visits after his escape with the diagnoses listed as rheumatism and a blister, rather than the results of a whipping. For example:

Feb 27, 1852. Friday, ploughing, hauling out rock. Dr. Boyle came to see Nelson and pronounced him to have infer. Rheumatism, pres. 20 drops colchicum every 4 hours till it works on him. Sold Grandpapa’s 2 beehives to C. Owens for $62. ½ Papa’s for 37 ½, mine for 30. 

Mar 01, 1852. Monday. C. Owens came & took beehives away and paid for them. Paid Grandpapa $62 ½ and sent Pa 37 ½ by him. Dr. Boyle came to see Nelson, blister on the breast & Dovers powder 6 gr cal 1 gr. 3oz 4 hours, hands fencing & hauling wood.

A Nelson, perhaps this one, is mentioned among farm hands paid. At Evergreen, farmhands were given a bonus at harvest time. Whether all hands listed were slaves of Berkeley is not known, but if they were, then 16 helped at harvest as named below:

July 17, 1852. Saturday, attended Canal meeting in Aldie, came home, hands 
thining corn, paid hands harvest money, to Will, Jesse 1.25 White 2.00 Lewis 
1.50 Harry 1.50 Nat 2.00 Bill Queen 75 Rachel 75 Nelson 75 Richard 75 Grace 
75 Jano 75 Harriet 75 Louisa 50 Lucy 37 ½ Bob 100. 

Although whippings noted in the Day Book are infrequent, one of the slaves, Nelson, is meted out this punishment. 
Apr 28, 1855. Saturday, planting corn, had to have Nelson whipped (sic.) for impudence.

Entries on Nelson’s escape are the following:
Feb 2, 1852. Monday, paid Mr. Nawls 3 dollars on my plaister account. Came home got out 100 bushels of white wheat. Nelson ran off.

Feb 10, 1852. Tuesday, Hauling manure & stone, went to Aldie, heard of Nelson in the Fairfax Jail.

Feb11, 1852. Wednesday, went to Fairfax Court House and brought Nelson home, cost me ten dollars, borrowed 20 dollars of Ma.

Another freedom seeker was Bob. His attitude both before and after recovery are described.  From jobs given them, he, Nelson, and White Bishop appear to be general farmhands.  Berkeley’s trust is shown when he sends Bob and Harry alone to Aldie (Loudoun County) to get timothy seed while Berkeley travels to Alexandria for bank business and fertilizer:
Jan 05, 1854. Thursday, in Alexandria, left $900 with Jno McCormick to take up my note in the Bank of the Old Dominion for 21 tons guano, including $180 for Norby and 180 for the Estate, hands at home getting wood, got 52 bushels coal from Bob Rockhard for which I own him 60 cents, hands getting wood, Bob & Harry went to Aldie to get timothy seed.

The next day’s entry:
Jan 06, 1854. Friday, Came home, hands getting wood, Bob & Harry at Aldie getting out timothy seed.

So Bob and Harry are at Aldie overnight and possibly longer, Berkeley does not note their return. However, three weeks later, Bob runs away:

Jan 30, 1854: Monday, came home with family, hands cutting & mauling 
[splitting wood]. Bob was impudent and ran off.


Feb 01, 1854: Wednesday, hung meat, hands grubbing & mauling, heard of Bob 
in Fairfax jail, sent for spring wagon, sold cart to Mr. Tarr to take it out in hauling 
rock.


Feb. 06, 1854: Monday went to Fairfax Court House & took Bob out of jail & 
upon his begging forgiveness & promising never to so again I brought him to 
Aldie, paid the jailor $8.40, hands getting & hauling stakes, Mr. Farr commenced 
hauling rock.

The Day Book refers to White Bishop as “White” but does not mention his escape. He appears 14 times. Curiously White has a side business with chickens:
Jul 20, 1852. Tuesday, hands ploughing & hauling hay, sold C. Owens 3 cows 2 at 25 dollars each & 1 at 17.  Also a lot of lambs at 187 ½, received of him 103 dollars & he is to pay j. Ball 11 dollars for me, paid Billy Lewis 1 dollar in full for harvest wages, White 15 cents for eggs. 
Sep 11, 1852. Saturday, ploughing, & ditching & hauling rock, rain in the evening, paid Bob in full 30 cents, Tim 20 cents, White $1 owes me 1 chicken.

August 13, 1855. Monday, stacking wheat & hay, paid White 1.87 ½  for 15 chickens for Ma.
Like other enslaved hands, White gets paid on special occasions:

Apr 30, 1851. Wednesday, Cloudy, planting corn, harrowing & off, rained at ½ pat 4pm, paid Jun, Billy & White 50 cents each for ploughing and harrowing on Easter Monday. 

February 19, 1853. Saturday, carried 250 bushels 122 bags wheat to Gainesville, snow storm very cold, gave Fox to old Mr. Farr I am to have the colt if she is in foal & give him a barrel of corn for keeping it until weaning time  if she is not I am to pay for s--- next spring & have the colt at $12, paid White & Billy Queen 50 cents each for work at Xmas. 

The US 1860 census listed 52 bondsmen for Edward (Edmund?) Berkeley including one listed as “Fugitive from the state.”  That individual was probably White Bishop who ran in 1859. The Prince William Court Order and Minute Book February 1860 lists White Bishop as a runaway from Edmund Berkeley in 1859. White Bishop is described as “about 28 years of age, about five feet eight or nine inches high, stout made, weighs about 180 or 190 pounds, fine set of teeth, and of medium black colour.”
 Winston L. Carter and John S. Ewell were shown as witnesses on Berkeley’s account.  The mention in the Minutes is probably a ploy to avoid taxes and to establish to all concerned that Bishop was a “fugitive.”
A descendent of the Burwell family of Middlesex County, Virginia, Edmund Berkeley was a successful farmer and large landowner in Prince William County, Virginia, in the years before the Civil War and until his death in 1915. Typically, he is known for organizing an agricultural club of local landowners in 1853, and as responsible for organizing Company C of the Eighth Virginia Infantry of the Confederate Army, “The Evergreen Guard.” He served as captain and later lieutenant colonel of that guard.  Confederate uniforms were sewn at Evergreen. After the war Colonel Berkeley was the ranking Confederate veteran of Prince William County.[image: image5.png]NATIONAL
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Evergreen Plantation is located within Carter Burwell’s 2,000- acre portion of Robert “King” Carter’s Bull Run Tract. A large portion of this tract later passed to Carter Burwell’s daughter, Mary, who married Edmund Berkeley IV (1730-1802) of Middlesex County, Virginia. Their son, Lewis Berkeley, inherited this land and divided it into several small tracts and one 1,064-acre plantation, Evergreen, which passed to his son Edmund Berkeley. A deed for “Ever Green”, dated July 4, 1845, transfers this same 1,064-acre plantation to Edmund V and his heirs and confirms the earlier transfer from Edmund Berkeley IV to Lewis Berkeley
.  

The Edmund Berkeley discussed in terms of slavery at Evergreen was born on February 29, 1824. Edmund Berkeley attended William and Mary College and inherited the Evergreen plantation. He married outside the Tidewater aristocracy to Mary Lawson Williams of Tennessee. Her father was a wealthy landowner and at her marriage gave her choice of bondsmen or real estate and she choose the former. The enslaved workers made the trip to Evergreen with the bride and groom.  The family needed help -- the Berkeleys raised 13 children at Evergreen. 

In addition to being a master of enslaved African Americans working in agriculture, Berkeley had a successful spoke mill, staffed by white labor. It was the first mill in Prince William County run by steam, and spokes were shipped to New York and New Orleans.  The fate of the white workers after the Civil War is known, unlike that of the enslaved African Americans.  As the white workers were all nearly from the North, and had no ties to the area, they went back North after the mill was destroyed. 
S5.  Provide a history of the site since its time of significance to the Underground Railroad, including physical changes, changes in ownership or use.

The plantation house is a rare surviving example of an early nineteenth-century Greek Revival-style plantation house with finely crafted, mid-twentieth century Colonial Revival-style additions and interior ornamentation. Evergreen, built circa 1827, is a large Greek Revival-style dwelling, with circa 1940 Colonial Revival-style flanking wings. The Manor House has Doric columns on the front and rear porches. The central portion of the house is two and one half stories with a winding stairway to the third floor. 

The Evergreen Manor House was built atop a small knoll commanding a view to the south across the fields at the base of the Bull Run Mountains. The present house site is bounded on the north side by a small asphalt lane separating it from the Evergreen Country Club and golf course. The east side features a large asphalt parking lot. The south (front) side is defined by a four-foot-high iron fence with stone gate posts flanking the entrance to a circular driveway. The west side of the site is enclosed by a four-foot-high stone wall with adjacent stone walls enclosing formal gardens no longer tended. There are large hardwood trees as well as many large boxwood shrubs at the front and sides of the house, all planted in the twentieth century. 

Thomas N. De Lashmutt, a civil engineer and owner of a successful contracting company in Arlington, Virginia, purchased the property in 1938. Changes to the house during this time include: replacing the tin roof and adding the dormers, applying new trim and wall coverings throughout the first floor, and adding the circa 1940 flanking wings on the east and west elevations constructed of locally quarried stone, square-cut, and laid in irregular courses. The De Lashmutt family replaced the metal roof, added dormers to the third floor and added stone additions to each side in the 1940's. When De Lashmutt purchased Evergreen Farm in 1938, the original 1064-acre plantation had been reduced to one 525-acre parcel containing the manor house and several smaller parcels totaling 200 acres.
The property passed from De Lashmutt through two different owners until it was purchased by the Evergreen Farm Development Corporation in 1968. These Manassas, Virginia, investors further divided the property into a 250-acre parcel containing the manor house and lots subdivided into house lots. The corporation built a golf course around the manor house, but plans to use the manor house as a clubhouse or turn it into a bed and breakfast never materialized. The building is currently vacant and used for storage.

A community grass roots effort is underway to preserve the building by making repairs to the exterior of the building. The Manor House Preservation Fund (MHPF) Inc., a non-profit company incorporated in Virginia, has a cooperative agreement in place with the owner to conduct fundraising and hire contractors to help preserve the exterior of the house. 

During the initial phase of converting Evergreen to a golf club circa 1970, some partition walls were added in the basement and throughout the second and third floors of the house and appear to be cosmetic in nature. The most dramatic change to Evergreen at that time was the demolition of several outbuildings north of the house. Overall, the additions and changes that have occurred at Evergreen over the 180-year life of the house have altered little the architectural integrity and significance of the structure.
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Evergreen Manor House - circa 2003 
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S6.  Describe current educational programs, tours, markers, signs, brochures, site bulletins, or plaques at the site.  Include text and photographs of markers.

There are occasional tours, and a website (http://www.evergreenmanorhouse.org/). They will be updated to reflect the new information.
S7.  Include a bibliography.  Discuss historical sources of information and how you used them.
Berkeley, Edmund. Prince William County Virginia, Edmund Berkeley’s Evergreen FarmDayBook, 1851-1855. Transcribed by Ronald Ray Turner, Manassas, Virginia, 2003. 
Ewell, Alice Maude. A Virginia Scene or Life in Old Prince William. Lynchburg, Virginia: J.P. Bell Company, Inc., 1931.

Knock, Patricia, “Runaway Ads? Not This Time,” 2011, unpublished.

Peters, Joan W. Slave and Free Negro Records From the Prince William County Court Minute and Order Books: 1752-1763, 1766-1769, 1804-1806, 1812-1814, 1833-1865. Broad Run, Va.: Albemarle Research, 1997.

Prince William County Deed Books, 1868 to 1968.

Prince William County Land Tax Records, 1791 to 1853.

Turner, Ronald Ray, Prince William County Virginia 1784-1860 Newspaper Transcripts (copyright by Ronald Ray Turner, Manassas, Virginia, 2000)

US Census, slave records for 1850 and 1860 (abstracted by Beverly Remza Veness in Prince William Reliquary, vol. 3, no. 4 (October 2004) and vol.4, no.1 (January 2005).
Young, Frances Berkeley. The Berkeleys of Barn Elms. Privately printed, 1954; reprinted

Hamden, Connecticut: The Shoe String Press, Inc., 1964.

S8.  Describe any local, state, or federal historic designation, records, signage, or plaques at the site.

The Evergreen Manor House is now listed on the National Register of Historic Places and has been identified by Prince William County as a Designated Cultural Resource (DCR), a designation that promotes the identification, evaluation, and protection of cultural resources throughout the county.
S9.  Is the site open to the public?  Describe accessibility conditions. 
It is open for occasional tours by special permission.    It is not handicapped-accessible.
S10.  Describe the nature and objectives of any partnerships that have contributed to the documentation, preservation, commemoration, or interpretation of the site.
Thanks to Pat Knock, an independent historian, and Don Wilson of  RELIC, Manassas Regional Library, for their help with the research for this nomination.
The Manor House Preservation Fund (MPF) is incorporated as a non-profit entity in the state of Virginia and was established by the Evergreen Manor House Preservation Committee. The Evergreen Manor House Preservation Committee is comprised of neighbors/club members who have volunteered their time to investigate ways to preserve the Evergreen Manor House for future generations. The MHPF maintains a website to promote the history of the building - www.evergreenmanorhouse.org.  

The goals of the Evergreen Manor House Preservation Committee are the following: 

  To preserve this major asset of Evergreen Country Club for future use as an income producer, such as a bed and breakfast, conference center, etc. 

  To maintain the character of the neighborhood and maintain home values; The Manor House is a landmark for the community. 

  To preserve the structure for its historic significance. 

We are accomplishing these goals by doing the following: 

  Conducted a survey of the exterior; generated repair estimates, etc. 

  Investigating raising money, accepting contributions, etc., through fund raising events, mailings, website, etc. 
  Investigating the availability of preservation resources at the local, state, and national level. Getting the historical groups and preservation societies on-board, enlisting local politicians, Civil War groups, etc. 
  Researching Evergreen's history to bolster its significance and educate the members/public on the historical significance of the structure. We  accomplish this through the website and newspaper articles.
S11.  Additional data or comments.  (Optional)
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� Ronald Ray Turner, Prince William County Virginia 1784-1860 Newspaper Transcripts (copyright by Ronald Ray Turner, Manassas, Virginia, 2000), 293.


� Transcribed in Reliquary, vol. 3, no.4, and vol.4, no.1, by Beverly Remza Veness.


� In 1860 there is an Edward Berekley and I am assuming that it is Edmund. There are no other Berkeleys beginning with an “E.”


� Ronald Ray Turner, transcriber, Evergreen Farm Book of Edmund Berkeley,  2003, Feb. 10: “…heard of Nelson in the Fairfax Jail.” and Feb. 11: “Wednesday, went to Fairfax Court House and brought Nelson home, cost me ten dollars, borrowed 20 dollars of Ma.”





� Peters, Joan W. Slave and Free Negro Records From the Prince William County Court Minute and Order Books: 1752-1763, 1766-1769, 1804-1806, 1812-1814, 1833-1865. Broad Run, Va.: Albemarle Research, 1997.


� Prince William County Deed Books, 1868 to 1968.
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